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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1957. 

This  report  coincides  with  my  first  full  year  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the 
Council,  their  Officers  and  the  many  members  of  the  Public  for 
their  interest  and  assistance. 

The  family  doctors  have  been  most  helpful  and  I feel  that  their 
comments  on  many  matters  have  been  of  much  use  to  me. 

Members  of  the  Press  have  been  most  co-operative  and  kind 
in  helping  to  spread  information  about  Health  matters. 

Members  of  the  Council  have  shown  much  interest  in  Health 
matters  and  I am  most  grateful  for  their  encouragement.  The 
Chairman  of  your  Health  Committee  has  been  most  helpful  with 
his  comments  and  suggestions. 

The  main  problem  which  has  concerned  your  Chief  Health 
Inspector  and  myself  has  been  the  damage  caused  to  houses  through 
mining  subsidence.  This  has  entailed  very  considerable  extra  work 
by  your  Public  Health  Staff.  The  unpleasant  burden  of  drain 
testing  in  such  an  area  is  very  much  greater  than  it  ought  to  be.  I 
am  sure  that  the  many  members  of  the  Public  whom  they  have 
helped  in  the  course  of  the  year  would  wish  to  extend  their  grateful 
thanks. 

Comments  on  other  matters  follow  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

I have  to  thank  the  individual  members  of  my  department  for 
their  help.  In  particular  Mr.  Jefford,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  friendly  and  cheerful  help  in  spite  of  his  burden 
of  work.  Mr.  Potts,  my  Senior  Clerk  at  Alfreton,  has  spent  much 
time  and  care  in  helping  compile  this  report  and  my  monthly 
reports. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

It  is  a pleasure  to  compliment  the  Council  on  its  excellent 
policy  of  encouraging  the  use  of  improvement  grants.  By  the  use  of 
these,  many  houses  have  been  brought  up  to  good  modern  standards. 
Far  too  many  people  in  this  country  live  in  substandard  conditions 
and  this  scheme,  run  with  enthusiasm,  does  an  untold  amount  of 
good. 

It  does,  in  most  cases,  lead  to  an  increase  in  rateable  value. 
This  is  an  excellent  result  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Council. 


SUBSIDENCE  DUE  TO  COAL  MINING 

I must  include  in  this  report  a reference  to  this  problem.  In  a 
coal  mining  area  a certain  amount  of  subsidence  is  to  be  expected. 
In  this  district  the  damage  to  houses,  roads  and  services  produce  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work  for  the  officers  of  the  Council,  day  and 
night. 

The  worst  part  of  the  affair  is  the  disturbance  and  upset  of  the 
householder  and  family.  If  he  is  unable  to  make  alternative  arrange- 
ments himself  the  householder  is  left  in  a damaged  house  until  such 
time  as  compensation  is  agreed  or  the  house  becomes  so  dangerous 
that  life  is  imperilled. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  these  people  are  left  in  these  houses  far 
too  long.  They  should  not  have  to  live  and  sleep  in  a house  which 
is  in  process  of  being  destroyed  by  industrial  operations. 

It  is  not  generally  realised  how  much  discomfort  and  danger 
these  families  endure. 

Not  only  do  these  people  live  in  damaged,  draughty  and  dan- 
gerous houses  for  a period  but  their  water  supply,  drains,  electricity 
and  gas  are  liable  to  damage  and  disconnection.  Apart  from  noise 
of  settlement  and  movement  of  the  building  day  and  night  and  dust 
from  broken  plaster,  the  uneven  floors  are  a danger  themselves. 

Wardrobes  fall  over  when  doors  are  opened,  cookers  have  to 
be  wedged  level  or  pans  of  hot  liquids  slide  off.  Objects  slide  off 
dressing  tables  and  mantelpieces. 

Special  care  has  to  be  taken  with  children  and  older  people. 

The  Council  helps  as  far  as  lies  within  its  power  by  lending 
houses  for  temporary  accommodation,  but  the  scale  of  damage  is 
too  large  and  is  not  limited  to  any  specific  period  of  time,  so  that 
accommodation  problems  cannot  be  dealt  with  under  normal 
arrangements. 
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A way  must  be  found  so  that  proper  planning  arrangements 
can  be  made  in  advance  for  prefabricated  or  other  accommodation 
to  be  available  to  families  during  the  period  of  settlement  and 
destruction.  The  house  can  then  be  closed  and  services  cut  off. 

I have  a very  real  admiration  for  these  people  who  live  for  a 
while  under  near  war-time  conditions.  A “thank  you”  is  also  due  to 
officers  of  the  local  authority,  the  members  of  the  various  Public 
Services  and  to  some  Officers  of  the  Coal  Board  for  their  ready 
co-operation  so  far  as  they  are  able  to  do  so. 

HOME  SAFETY 

The  Council  has  taken  the  initiative  in  this  matter  and  been 
instrumental  in  the  formation  of  a Home  Safety  Committee.  The 
Committee  has  had  excellent  support  from  members  of  the  Council 
and  great  interest  is  shown  in  its  activities.  The  difficulty  with  this 
subject  is  to  produce  hard  facts  and  figures.  Much  is  hoped  from 
the  recent  Ministry  of  Health  circular  in  which  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  County  Medical  Officers  are  given  a definite  part  to 
play  in  obtaining  the  information  so  badly  needed  about  non-fatal 
accidents. 

District  Medical  Officers  can  play  an  important  part  in  this  and 
other  Health  Education  projects.  It  means  the  close  co-operation 
of  many  people.  It  means  hard  work  but  the  results  in  the  long  run 
would  be  well  worth  it. 


STATISTICS 

All  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  throughout 
the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Heanor  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the 
area. 

Medical  Practitioners  send  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  their  practice.  Their  excellent  co-operation  ensures 
that  investigation  can  be  carried  out  into  suspected  cases  of  food 
poisoning,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis,  etc.,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Some  notifications  come  primarily  by  telephone.  This  is 
much  appreciated. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  diseases  and  un- 
diagnosed illnesses  come  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversation. 
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At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
diseases,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar  General. 
This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prevalent  disease 
in  the  County,  or  surrounding  Districts  or  Towns. 


Population. 

The  Mid  1957  population  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  at  24,030,  this  shows  a decrease  of  fifty  from  the  total  of 
last  year  of  24,080. 

The  population  trend  for  the  years  1947 — 1957  is  given  in 
Table  4. 

This  shows  a decline  which  started  in  the  year  1951  after  the 
peak  of  1950.  It  is  a steady  decline  of  a small  number  each  year. 
There  seems  to  be  developing  therefore  a definite  trend. 

Dr.  Turton,  your  former  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  remarked 
on  this  in  his  annual  report  for  1953.  He  followed  this  with  the 
remarks  “the  basic  need  is  to  diversify  its  industrial  structure  by  the 
introduction  of  light  industries.  If  this  is  not  done,  it  may  well  be 
that  there  will  be  a considerable  decline  in  the  population  in  a few 
years,  a decline  which  has  already  become  evident  though  small  as 
yet.” 

It  is  difficult  to  arrest  a population  trend  once  it  becomes 
established.  Action  taken  early  has  a more  rapid  effect.  Not  only 
is  it  necessary  as  a rule  to  establish  different  types  of  industry  for 
the  employment  of  both  men  and  women  but  a study  of  the  whole 
problem  is  necessary.  Is  it  easy  to  obtain  accommodation  ? Are 
the  communications  with  neighbouring  towns  satisfactory  ? Are 
there  sufficient  facilities  for  people  to  enjoy  their  recreation  ? Is 
the  town  as  attractive  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it?  Has  everyone 
the  right  outlook  to  encourage  people  to  come  and  live  in  town  ? 
These  are  a few  of  the  questions  which  have  to  be  considered. 


Births. 

The  Birth  rate  has  fallen  by  1.43  per  thousand  of  the  population 
since  last  year.  The  343  live  births  registered  give  a rate  for  1957 
of  14.27,  which  can  be  compared  with  the  England  and  Wales 
figure  by  applying  the  comparability  factor  of  0.98.  After  adjustment 
the  rate  is  13.98  and  is  therefore  2.12  per  thousand  of  the  population 
lower  than  the  national  rate. 

The  Birth  Rates  since  1947  are  set  out  in  Table  4. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  marked  fall  in  the  infant  death  rate  which  occurred  last 
year  following  the  very  high  1955  figure  has  continued.  (Table  4). 

The  1957  rate  of  29.15  represents  ten  children  dying  under  the 
age  of  one  year.  Eight  of  these  lived  less  than  four  weeks.  The 
main  causes  of  death  being,  prematurity  and  congenital  malform- 
ation. 


Stillbirths. 

The  six  stillbirths  registered  a fall  of  nearly  half  since  last  year 
and  give  a rate  per  thousand  births,  live  and  still,  of  17.19.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  11.19  from  last  year  and  is  quite  appreciably  lower  than 
the  England  and  Wales  rate. 

Table  2 shows  the  incidence  of  stillbirths  since  1947. 

Some  babies  die  just  before  or  during  birth  and  some  during 
the  first  week  of  life.  These  deaths  are  now  grouped  under  the 
heading  Perinatal  Mortality.  This  grouping  gives  a more  accurate 
picture  of  events  happening  around  the  time  of  birth.  Investigations 
on  a large  scale  are  in  progress  into  this  group  of  deaths. 


Deaths. 

260  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a crude  death 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  10.82.  This  figure  can  be 
adjusted  to  take  into  account  sex  and  age  distribution  and  then 
used  for  comparison  with  other  areas  in  England  and  Wales  by 
applying  the  comparability  factor. 

In  1957  the  factor  of  1.24  gives  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  13.42 
compared  with  a rate  of  11.5  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

Table  4 gives  details  of  the  death  rates  since  1947  and  shows  a 
decrease  of  .60  from  last  years  figure. 

DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

The  grouping  of  the  260  deaths  registered,  into  individual 
causes,  is  given  in  Table  5. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM. 

Again  the  combined  group  of  diseases  of  the  heart  and  cir- 
culatory system  namely,  Nos.  17-21  inclusive  in  Table  5 accounted 
for  the  largest  proportion  of  deaths,  namely  sixty-four  men  and 
fifty-six  women.  This  is  nearly  50%  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 
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Forty  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  twenty-six  to  Coronary  disease  and  thirty-two  to  other 
diseases  of  the  heart.  Twenty-two  deaths  occurring  from  various 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  complete  the  total  of  120  in  this 
group. 

The  deaths  from  coronary  disease  give  rise  to  some  concern. 
It  is  good  to  note  that  much  is  being  done  in  an  effort  to  find  the 
basic  cause  of  this  and  other  circulatory  disease. 

CANCER  GROUP. 

The  cancer  group  caused  the  second  largest  number  of  deaths. 
Twenty-seven  men  and  nineteen  women  dying  from  various  forms. 

Death  rates  from  all  forms  of  cancer  are  lower  than  the  England 
and  Wales  rates. 

Six  men  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Statistically  it  has  been  shown  that  cigarette  smoking  and  the 
incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung  are  related.  Propaganda  has  been 
disseminated  during  the  course  of  the  year  on  the  subject.  Many 
give  up  smoking  for  a while  and  then  start  again. 

Apart  from  cancer  the  effects  of  heavy  smoking  are  not  stressed 
enough.  Some  of  these  effects  are  only  too  obvious.  Heavy  smoking 
can  cause  chronic  catarrh  and  a most  unpleasant  early  morning 
cough.  It  can  retard  recovery  from  bronchitis.  If  the  patient  is 
unlucky  enough  to  have  tuberculosis,  it  makes  the  time  required 
for  recovery  much  longer. 

Advice  on  smoking  therefore  seems  to  come  under  the  heading  of 
general  care  of  the  individual,  along  with  personal  hygiene  and 
other  things.  This  is  important  especially  in  the  teenage  group. 

PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS. 

There  were  twelve  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  fourteen  from 
bronchitis  registered  during  the  year.  Most  occurred  in  older 
people. 

INFLUENZA. 

Two  deaths  were  registered,  one  of  which  occurred  during  the 
Influenza  outbreak  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  men  and  one  woman  aged  sixty -nine,  sixty-seven  and 
sixty-four  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

This  gives  a death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  a little 
higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate.  (See  summary  of  statistics). 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

576  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified.  The  main 
increase  over  last  year  occuring  in  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Dysentery. 

There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  notified. 

The  total  numbers'  notified  were  as  follows  : Measles  383, 
Scarlet  Fever  89,  Pneumonia  43,  Whooping  Cough  23,  Dysentery 
17,  Tuberculosis  12,  Erysipelas  4,  Poliomyelitis  2,  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
2 and  Food  Poisoning  1. 

Details  of  sex  and  age  distribution,  seasonal  incidence  etc.,  of 
these  diseases  are  given  in  Tables  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10. 

MEASLES 

The  high  incidence  of  Measles  was  expected  in  1957.  Table  10 
shows  the  pattern  which  has  developed  over  the  past  few  years,  of  a 
year  of  high  incidence,  followed  by  a year  of  low  incidence  and  so  on. 
The  383  cases  notified  constituted  two  thirds  of  the  total  of  all  notifi- 
cations received.  The  disease  was  mainly  in  the  period,  February  to 
August  with  a small  peak  in  April  and  July.  All  but  five  cases  were 
notified  in  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Table  10  shows  the  eighty-seven  cases  notified  to  be  the  highest 
for  some  years.  Notifications  were  widely  spread  over  the  year. 
Sixty-one  of  the  total  cases  occurred  in  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  ten  years. 

This  situation  has  occurred  in  other  districts  besides  Heanor. 

This  disease  remains  mild  and  apart  from  a minor  upset  of 
one  or  two  days,  usually  clears  up  with  little  trouble.  The  strepto- 
coccal infection  produces  sore  throats  in  many  people  and  a sore 
throat  with  a rash  in  others.  These  latter  are  then  called  scarlet 
fever.  Removal  to  hospital  is  a rare  event  nowadays. 

PNEUMONIA 

For  the  purpose  of  this  report,  the  forty-three  notifications  of 
Pneumonia  have  been  divided  into  two  groups  in  order  to  illustrate 
the  incidence  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  during  the  Influenza  outbreak 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Nineteen  such  cases  occurred,  fifteen  of  which  were  notified  in 
the  months  of  September,  October  and  November  in  the  period 
of  the  outbreak.  The  remaining  twenty-four  cases  of  Pneumonia 
occurred  mainly  in  the  other  winter  months.  Table  8 gives  details  of 
the  age  groups  affected. 
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DYSENTERY. 

Seventeen  cases  of  dysentery  were  confirmed,  mainly  due  to 
the  organism  Shigella  Sonnei.  This  disease  causes  much  concern 
and  thought.  Control  is  difficult.  First  cases  are  rarely  reported 
and  investigations  are  therefore  carried  out  late  when  the  infection 
has  spread.  Many  people  have  only  a mild  upset  with  some  diarrhoea. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  hear  a person  comment  that  he’d  “been  to 
the  lavatory  rather  a lot  lately.”  Most  of  these  cases  clear  up  of 
their  own  accord  and  a doctor  is  rarely  called  in.  No  investigation 
of  possible  causes  can  be  made,  unless  the  family  doctor  is  called  in 
or  the  Health  Department  informed. 

An  individual  complained  that  a friend  of  his,  whilst  on  the 
way  to  a football  match  had  to  visit  a lavatory  eight  times.  He  then 
decided  to  go  home.  It  is  difficult  to  think  of  anything  more  in- 
convenient. Needless  to  say,  this  information  was  passed  on  after 
the  person  had  recovered,  and  no  action  was  possible  or  would 
have  been  any  use. 

These  outbreaks  should  not  occur  and  reporting  of  cases  may 
lead  to  preventing  the  same  set  of  conditions  recurring  and  as  a 
result  prevent  severe  illness  or  death  in  other  people,  particularly  in 
very  young  children. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  One  was  a housewife  and 
the  other  a child  of  three  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  vaccination  against  this  disease  must  be 
pushed  on.  Whilst  the  number  of  cases  in  the  area  is  not  large,  it 
seems  quite  wrong  that  people  should  risk  paralysis  and  spend  the 
rest  of  their  life  crippled  for  want  of  a minor  procedure  such  as 
vaccination. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Ten  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  confirmed  in 
1957,  all  occuring  in  persons  over  fifteen  years  of  age. 

Two  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  both 
in  women  over  forty-five. 

Details  of  sex  and  age  distribution  and  incidence  of  the  disease 
since  1947  are  given  in  the  tables. 

Notifications  were  received  from  General  Practitioners,  Chest 
Physicians  and  Hospitals.  The  information  is  confidential.  Where 
necessary,  visits  are  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer,  Health  Inspector  or 
Health  Visitor,  to  check  on  contacts  and  home  conditions. 

Many  of  the  cases  notified  nowadays  are  early  cases  and 
respond  to  treatment  rapidly. 
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When  cases  occur  in  school  children  the  County  Medical  Officer 
is  consulted.  It  is  usual  to  check  the  childs  contacts  in  school  as 
well  as  at  home. 

I should  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  the  head  teachers  and  their 
staffs,  the  chest  physicians  and  the  clinic  staffs.  Most  of  the  work 
is  done  by  the  County  Health  Department  staff.  It  is  essential  that 
all  those  concerned,  work  closely  together,  in  order  that  any  spread 
of  the  disease  may  be  prevented.  I am  glad  to  report  this  satisfactory 
situation. 


Influenza  Outbreak,  1957. 

The  autumn  of  the  year  brought  an  outbreak  of  Influenza. 
This  spread  very  rapidly.  In  my  area  the  first  cases  were  reported 
amongst  miners.  Some  works  staffs,  school  children  and  other 
communities  of  people  working  together  were  affected.  To  some  it 
was  a mild  disease,  to  others  serious  and  and  was  instrumental  in 
causing  the  death  of  one  person  in  Heanor. 

As  a result  of  investigation  of  lung  infections  which  did  not 
clear  up  satisfactorily,  some  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  cancer  of  the 
lung  were  found  on  x-ray. 

Some  people  returned  to  work  too  soon  and  some  children 
were  sent  back  to  school  too  soon  with  resultant  further  ill-health. 

Many  people  caught  influenza  through  the  carelessness  and 
thoughtlessness  of  others.  Most  adults  and  children  can  tell  the 
questioner  from  whom  they  caught  their  influenza  or  cold.  Care  on 
the  part  of  the  infected  person  in  isolating  himself  at  first  suspicion, 
would  prevent  untold  misery,  chronic  ill-health  and  loss  of  earnings 
of  other  people.  Keeping  some  distance  from  other  people,  avoiding 
closed,  confined  or  congested  spaces  is  a great  help.  At  such  times 
when  respiratory  disease  is  on  the  increase,  ventilation  should  be 
increased  as  much  as  possible  but  avoiding  draughts.  Heating 
should  be  kept  at  a reasonable  level. 

Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Sir  John  Charles,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  in  a message  addressed  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and 
others  working  in  the  field  of  child  welfare,  has  said  : — 

“You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  since  1940  some  12|  million 
children  have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria,  and  that  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  has  fallen  from  a yearly  average  of  58,000 
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cases  and  2,800  deaths  (1930-39)  to  fifty-one  cases  and  eight  deaths 
in  1956.  This  news  will  be  particularly  gratifying  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  their  staffs  and  to  family  doctors,  on  whom 
much  of  the  burden  of  inducing  parents  to  have  their  children 
immunised  has  fallen  and  will  continue  to  fall,  and  I should  like 
to  congratulate  them. 

But  we  cannot  abate  out  efforts.  The  great  success  of  the 
immunisation  campaign  contains  the  seeds  of  its  own  failure 
unless  measures  are  taken  to  impress  on  parents  who  rarely  see 
or  hear  of  diphtheria  these  days  that  the  immunisation  of  their 
infants  is  still  a necessary  measure  of  protection. 

In  1956  44%  of  babies  under  one  year  were  immunised  ; 
though  this  was  a considerable  improvement  on  the  figure  of 
36%  for  the  two  previous  years,  and  a most  creditable  one  com- 
pared with  the  1951  figure  of  28%,  we  cannot  possibly  rest 
content  with  it.” 

Sir  John  Charles  recognises  that  the  preoccupation  of  parents 
(and  the  public  health  authorities  and  family  doctors)  with  vac- 
cination against  poliomyelitis  and  whooping  cough  is  understandable 
but  despite  that  he  is  confident  that  our  local  influence,  backed  up 
by  publicity  material,  will  bring  home  to  parents,  their  respon- 
sibility for  having  their  babies  immunised  against  diphtheria  before 
their  first  birthday. 

The  following  table  shows  the  effects  of  the  immunisation 
campaign  to  present  date. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES  HEANOR 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1945 

18,596 

722 

23 

1 

1946 

11,986 

All 

15 

1 

1947 

5,609 

244 

- 

- 

1948 

3,575 

156 

- 

- 

1949 

1,890 

84 

- 

- 

1950 

962 

49 

- 

- 

1951 

664 

33 

— 

- 

1952 

376 

32 

- 

- 

1953 

266 

23 

- 

- 

1954 

173 

9 

- 

- 

1955 

155 

13 

- 

- 

1956 

51 

8 

- 

- 

1957 

40 

6* 

- 

- 

* Provisional. 
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This  is  one  of  the  successes  of  modern  medicine  and  I think 
that  each  one  of  us  should  support  the  campaign  in  any  way 
possible.  Only  by  keeping  a high  rate  of  immunisation  is  it  possible 
to  keep  diphtheria  under  control. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Morgan,  County  Medical  Officer,  Derby- 
shire, for  informing  me  that  313  children  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  received  their  injections  for  primary  diphtheria  immunisation 
during  1957  in  Heanor  Urban  District. 


POLIOMYELITIS 

The  scheme  for  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  organised 
and  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Department  staff  and  the 
family  doctors.  In  spite  of  the  many  difficulties  which  have  had  to 
be  surmounted,  immunisation  is  proceeding  rapidly. 

There  are  still  families  who  should  think  the  matter  over  very 
seriously.  Many  of  them  are  the  people  who  were  dubious  about 
poliomyelitis  immunisation  when  the  scheme  started.  Now  that  it 
has  proceeded  satisfactorily  is  it  not  time  to  review  their  original 
decision  “not  to  take  part  for  the  present”  ? 

The  main  task  is  to  get  enough  people  immunised  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  results  of  the  diphtheria  campaign 
are  given  in  this  report  as  an  example  of  what  it  is  hoped  will 
happen  when  enough  persons  have  been  immunised  against  polio- 
myelitis. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  has  been  commenced  in  the 
County  area  and  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Department 
Staff. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  family 
doctors.  It  is  well  worth  while  having  it  done.  This  disease  can  be 
very  serious  in  young  children.  It  is  not  unusual  for  chest  trouble  to 
be  dated,  by  the  parents,  from  the  occurrence  of  whooping  cough. 
Complications  may  occur  and  may  take  a long  time  to  clear  up. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  — General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  4,636 

Population  (Estimated) 24,030 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . . . 7,665 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  ..  ..  7,099 

Rateable  Value  £185,499 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £725 

Population  per  Acre  ..  ..  ..  . . 5.18 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  registered  343 

Still  Births  registered  6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 14.27 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.98)  13.98 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 16.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  17.19 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 22.4 

DEATHS 

Deaths  registered  . . 260 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 10.82 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1 .24)  13.42 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 11.5 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion)  

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.47 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  . . . . 10 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . . . 29.15 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 23.0 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age. . 10 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age. . 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  . . . . 8 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 23.32 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 16.5 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  . . 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales 

Cancer,  Other  Forms  

Cancer,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales 


0.125 

0.095 

0.012 

0.250 

0.426 

1.665 

1.668 


TABLE  1. 

BIRTHS 


Births 

M. 

Legitimate 

F. 

Total 

M. 

Illegitimate 

F. 

Total 

Live 

172 

155 

327 

8 

8 

16 

Still 

3 

3 

6 

- 

— 

— 

TABLE 

STILLBIRTHS  — 

2. 

1947-1957 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  thousand  Births. 

( Live  and  Still). 

1947 

18 

31.99 

1948 

17 

33.93 

1949 

12 

26.37 

1950 

15 

36.58 

1951 

7 

17.03 

1952 

11 

35.42 

1953 

13 

32.66 

1954 

13 

33.94 

1955 

7 

21.53 

1956 

11 

28.38 

1957 

6 

17.19 

15 


TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Infant  Deaths  M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

Under  one  year  of  age  6 4 10 

Under  four  weeks  of  age  5 3 8 - - 


TABLE  4 


RATES  — COMPARATIVE  TABLES  — 1947-1957 


Year 

Population 
( Estimated ) 

Birth 

Rate 

C Per  1,000 
of  the 
population) 

Death 

Rate 

C Per  1,000 
of  the 
population ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

{Per  1,000 
Live 
Births) 

1947 

23,720 

22.93 

10.20 

29.35 

1948 

24,190 

20.00 

9.26 

47.52 

1949 

24,350 

18.19 

10.47 

51.91 

1950 

24,360 

16.21 

11.65 

27.84 

1951 

24,350 

16.59 

10.43 

32.17 

1952 

24,220 

14.61 

8.67 

31.07 

1953 

24,130 

15.95 

10.69 

38.96 

1954 

24,150 

15.32 

8.70 

10.81 

1955 

24,110 

13.19 

10.33 

50.31 

1956 

24,080 

15.70 

11.42 

31.75 

1957 

24,030 

14.27 

10.82 

29.15 

16 


TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M.  F.  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

2 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

6 

- 

6 

12. 

„ „ Breast 

- 

7 

7 

13. 

„ „ Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  

19 

10 

29 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

23 

40 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19 

7 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

4 

5 

9 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

14 

9 

23 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

10 

12 

22 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis  

10 

4 

14 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

- 

6 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3 

- 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

- 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

15 

17 

32 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

2 

8 

35. 

Suicide  

- 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

- 

- 

- 

All  Causes  

147 

113 

260 

17 


TABLE  6 


TUBERCULOSIS  1957 


Age 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory  Respiratory  respiratory 

Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  one  year 

. . - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1—  .. 

5—  .. 

. . — - 

10—  .. 

15—  .. 

*.!  3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25—  .. 

..  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

45—  .. 

..  3 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

— - 

65  and  upwards 

. . - 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Total 

..  8 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

TABLE  7 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  1947-1957 


Non - 


Year 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1947 

— 

_ 

14 

— 

— 

3 

17 

1948 

11 

11 

22 

6 

1 

7 

29 

1949 

14 

8 

22 

3 

3 

6 

28 

1950 

9 

6 

15 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1951 

10 

11 

21 

- 

4 

4 

25 

1952 

19 

12 

31 

1 

2 

3 

34 

1953 

12 

6 

18 

- 

4 

4 

22 

1954 

10 

9 

19 

1 

3 

4 

23 

1955 

7 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1956 

10 

3 

13 

- 

2 

2 

15 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

- 

2 

2 

12 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

Age  Groups 
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Smallpox 
Typhoid  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

Seasonal  Incidence 
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Whooping  Cough 
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PROVISION  OF  CLINICS 


DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

County  Clinic,  Wilmot  Street,  Heanor 

Telephone  : Langley  Mill  3149. 


Ante  Natal  Clinic 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 

Monday,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
1.30  to  4 p.m. 

Eye  Clinic 

1st  Tuesday  morning  and  5th 
Wednesday  afternoon.  (Patients 
seen  by  appointment). 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic 

Saturday  mornings. 

(Doctor  attends). 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Friday  afternoons. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

Tuesday  and  Fridays  (By  appoint- 
ment). 

Working  Men’s  Club,  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  . . 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday,  1.30  to  4 p.m. 


REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Chest  Clinic 

County  Clinic,  Albert  Street, 
Ilkeston 

Thursday,  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
and  2 to  4 p.m. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Premises  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3, 4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

35 

35 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

121 

33 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

2 

Total  . . 

158 

68 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Nui 

mber  of  case . 
were  J 

s in  which  defects 
bund 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  (a)  insufficient 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

2 

_ 

_ 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  . . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc.  

33 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Others  

- 

- 

~ 

Total 

37 

- 

- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957. 

The  continuing  scourge  of  this  District  is  the  damage  occasioned 
to  property  by  coal  mining  subsidence.  The  impact  which  it  makes 
on  the  life  of  the  community  can  never  be  really  assessed  : there  is 
no  doubt,  whatsoever,  that  it  is  considerable. 

No  amount  of  depreciation  payments,  remedial  measures  or 
the  sympathetic  consideration  given  by  officials  of  the  National 
Coal  Board  can  fully  compensate  the  householder  for  the  in- 
convenience, anxiety,  dust,  dirt,  draughts  and  discomfort,  which 
serious  subsidence  damage  to  property  brings  in  its  train. 

The  brunt  of  this  must  needs  be  borne  by  the  housewife,  and 
the  manner  in  which  she  continues  with  her  day  to  day  work  under 
such  trying  conditions  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 

Anxious  as  the  National  Coal  Board  are  to  carry  out  repair 
work  as  speedily  as  possible,  this  is,  however,  not  always  possible 
on  account  of  further  settlement  of  the  land  taking  place.  Indeed  a 
year  or  more  may  elapse  before  final  repair  work  can  be  completed. 

All  this  leads  one  to  reflect  that  surely  in  this  age  of  nuclear 
power  some  means  of  getting  coal  could  be  devised  which  would 
reduce  surface  damage  to  a minimum.  This  apparently  was  possible 
in  the  days  of  the  pick  and  shovel,  but  then  no  “altar”  had  been 
erected  to  speed  and  hence  demanded  no  “sacrifices.” 

Not  only  then  does  mining  subsidence  make  its  impact  on 
the  community  as  a whole,  but  also  on  the  day  to  day  work  of  your 
Health  Department.  Such  a great  deal  of  time  has  to  be  devoted  to 
matters  connected  with  subsidence  damage,  that  other  important 
spheres  of  our  work  have  to  be  neglected. 
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Two  Acts  of  major  importance  to  the  Department  were  placed 
on  the  Statute  Book  during  the  year.  I refer  to  the  Rent  Act,  1957 
and  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  Comments  on  the  working  of  the 
former  will  be  found  in  the  section  of  the  report  which  deals  with 
Housing. 

As  regards  the  Housing  Act,  one  can  but  briefly  say  how 
disappointing  it  was  to  find  that  the  standards  of  fitness  of  a dwelling 
for  human  habitation — a “relic”  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954 — had  still  been  perpetuated. 

Changes  in  the  Staff  of  the  Department  took  place  during  the 
year.  Mr.  C.  G.  Bassford,  who  also  acted  as  part-time  Shops 
Inspector,  retired  in  August,  after  having  been  in  your  employ  for 
many  years.  Miss  B.  J.  Dobbs  was  appointed  as  Junior  Clerk  in 
place  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Richards  who  had  resigned  in  December,  1956. 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1957 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  . . . . 551 

Premises  inspected  on  complaint  . . . . . . . . 200 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Inhabited  Structures  . . . . 27 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drainage  Inspections . . . . 607 

Smoke  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains  . . . . . . 286 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . . . 68 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  . . . . . . . . 287 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Keeping  of  other  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 28 

Refuse  Receptacles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 948 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,206 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . . . 474 

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice 780 

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  . . . . . . . . 6 

Housesinspected  re  Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Brook  Courses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels  . . 2 

Offensive  accumulations . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Infestations  of  Insects,  etc . . 10 

Small  sewage  disposal  units 2 

Hairdressers  3 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Total  . . . . 5,543 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  RE  I — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  41 

Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1957  . . . . . . . . 220 

Housing  Act,  1949-54  . . . . . . . . . . 216 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  . . . . . . 82 

Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act,  1956  . . . . 2 


Total  ..  ..  561 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS  

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 652 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  Premises  . . . . 4 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . 559 

Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  110 

Food  Depots  and  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 5 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 


Total  ..  ..  1,433 

COMPLAINTS  

Number  of  complaints  received  . . . . . . . . 188 

Number  referred  to  other  Departments  . . . . 13 

SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  . . . . . . 10 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  and  sewers  . . . . 100 

Housing  defects 52 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Water  in  cellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Offensive  accumulations 3 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 19 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . 425 

Number  of  Notices  abated  . . . . . . . . 307 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACT  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Houses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 79 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  ..  ..  115 

Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 475 

Ceilings  repaired 70 

Staircases  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  . . . . . . . . 26 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  . . . . . . . . 47 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 4 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired 22 

Food  Stores  provided  5 

BATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS,  ETC. 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . . . . . . . . 29 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  . . . . . . 24 

Hot  water  systems  provided  34 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Internal  Supply  of  water  provided  . . . . . . 4 

Water  service  pipes  renewed  1 

New  taps  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 81 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 133 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Eaves  and  Downspouting  provided  or  repaired  . . 67 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . 7 

DRAINAGE 

Downspouts  made  to  discharge  over  gulleys  . . . . 10 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 67 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

Additional  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 41 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 40 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 28 

New  gully  traps  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  114 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  . . . . 286 

Soil  pipes  repaired  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 21 

YARD  AND  OUTBUILDINGS 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  10 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

PRIVIES,  PAIL  CLOSETS,  CESSPOOLS,  W.C.’S 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  . . . . . . 32 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  . . . . 46 

Defective  water  service  repaired  . . . . . . . . 12 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 10 

Additional  W.C.  accommodation  provided  . . 13 

ASHPITS  AND  DUSTBINS 

Dustbin  renewals 258 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Fish  Frying  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . . . 38 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  7 
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HOUSING 

The  work  in  dealing  with  houses  included  in  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  continued  with  unabated  vigour,  and  the  greater  part 
of  action  in  this  particular  sphere  has  now  been  completed. 

It  can  be  truthfully  said  that,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word, 
there  are  no  Slums  in  the  whole  of  this  District.  That  is  a satisfying 
thought,  but  one  which  should  not  give  rise  to  complacency  since 
so  long  as  we  human  beings  continue  to  occupy  our  “cubes”  of 
bricks  and  mortar,  so  long  will  there  be  a need  for  constant  endeavour 
in  keeping  such  habitations  in  reasonable  repair. 

For  many  years  now,  we  in  the  Health  Department  have  had 
complaints  of  disrepair  and  bad  housing  conditions  thrust  upon  us 
by  the  tenants,  to  such  an  extent  that  there  has  been  little  opportunity 
to  seek  out  those  dwelling  houses  in  need  of  repair  and  about 
which  the  tenant  has  remained  silent.  It  may  well  be  that  we  are 
now  entering  a phase  where  instead  of  having  the  “lamb  brought 
to  the  slaughter”  we  should  go  out  and  catch  the  “lamb”  ourselves. 
In  other  words,  it  seems  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should 
be  mindful  of  the  provisions  of  Section  91  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  consider 
housing  conditions  in  their  District,  and  for  that  purpose  to  review 
information  which  has  been  brought  to  their  notice,  either  as  a 
result  of  inspections  or  surveys  etc. 

Tackling  the  problem  of  unfit  houses  may  be  done  in  either  of 
two  ways,  that  is  to  say,  by  Clearance  Area  or  dealing  with  each 
individual  house  separately.  In  this  District,  the  latter  method  is 
adopted  and  we  have,  therefore,  no  Clearance  Areas,  the  tenants 
from  such  houses  being  rehoused  by  the  Council.  Naturally, 
tenants  living  in  dilapidated  houses  are  only  too  anxious  to  be 
rehoused  in  homes  having  modern  amenities  and  it  is  of  little 
solace  to  them  to  be  informed  that  before  they  are  granted  tenancy 
of  a new  house,  the  requisite  Housing  Act  procedure  must  be  carried 
out. 

Of  the  eighty-nine  houses  represented  as  unfit  under  Section 
1 1 of  the  Housing  Act  during  the  last  two  years,  fifty-three  houses 
eventually  had  Demolition  Orders  placed  on  them  and  ten  Closing 
Orders  were  made  where  it  was  considered  inexpedient  to  have  the 
property  demolished. 

Undertakings  not  to  relet  were  accepted  in  respect  of  the 
remaining  houses. 

In  some  cases,  the  acceptance  of  Undertakings  does  not 
necessarily  imply  that  the  houses  will  cease  to  exist.  Indeed,  it  is 
noticeable  that  when  such  houses  have  become  vacant  the  Landlord 
sells  with  vacant  possession  and  the  new  owner  of  the  property, 
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more  often  than  not,  having  purchased  the  premises  to  live  there 
himself,  is  prepared  to  carry  out  such  reconditioning  works  as  are 
required  by  your  Health  Committee.  In  such  instances  these 
houses  have  a useful  life  for  a number  of  years  to  come. 

In  accepting  Undertakings  from  owners  that  they  will  carry 
out  such  works  as  will  make  the  property  fit  for  human  habitation, 
the  Housing  Act  places  the  onus  on  the  Landlord  to  submit  to  the 
Council  an  offer  in  respect  of  the  carrying  out  of  works.  Invariably, 
this  arrangement  seldom  proves  satisfactory,  for  though  the  owner 
agrees  to  carry  out  reconditioning  he  has,  in  most  cases,  only  a 
very  hazy  notion  of  the  extent  of  the  repair  work  required.  It, 
therefore,  devolves  that  to  avoid  much  waste  of  time  in  writing 
letters,  joint  consultations  and  inspections,  it  is  far  quicker  in  the 
long  run,  for  the  Department  to  prepare  specifications  of  the 
desired  reconditioning  work  and  forward  these  to  the  owner  con- 
cerned. This,  therefore,  is  the  policy  we  adopt  in  all  such  cases. 

In  dealing  with  the  repair  of  houses  under  Section  9 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  inevitably  comes  the  time  that  work  in  default 
of  the  owner  has  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

In  some  instances  when  this  action  has  to  be  taken,  one  cannot 
help  but  feel  sorry  for  the  owner  involved,  particularly  in  those  cases 
where  he  has  bequeathed  the  property  and  has  no  means  of  his  own 
to  carry  out  essential  repair  work.  To  fail,  however,  to  carry  out 
the  full  statutory  obligations  is  wrong,  since  in  time  it  merely 
brings  the  service  of  statutory  notices  under  Section  9 into  ridicule. 
To  some  extent,  however,  justice  may  be  tempered  with  mercy  on 
considering  means  of  recovery  of  the  expenses  incurred.  Two  ways 
of  recovering  such  expenses  are  possible  : (1)  by  weekly  instalments 
over  a specified  period  ; or  (2)  summarily  as  the  recovery  of  a Civil 
Debt.  Your  Health  Committee,  in  considering  such  matters,  give 
very  careful  consideration  to  the  means  of  the  owner  concerned,  and 
in  many  cases  decide  that  the  expenses  shall  be  recovered  by  weekly 
instalments,  lengthy  though  this  process  may  prove. 


A summary  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council  in  default  of 
the  Owners  is  set  out  hereunder  : — 


Address  of  Property 


Cost  of  Work 
Undertaken  by 
the  Council 


No.  239  Cromford  Road,  Langley  Mill 
No.  10  Argyle  Street,  Langley  Mill  . . 
No.  24  Park  Street,  Heanor 
No.  68  Denby  Lane,  Loscoe 


£70  14  0 
£28  14  6 
£79  16  10 
£154  10  0 
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HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT 


Property 


Result  at  end  of  year 


27  Abbott  Street,  Heanor 
38  Alfreton  Road,  Codnor 
40 

42  ,,  „ „ 

44 

it  it  it 

46  „ „ „ 

48 

ft  it  it 

167  Breach  Road,  Langley 
169 

171  „ „ „ 

173 

± ' u 99  99  99 

29  Church  Street,  Heanor 

30 

99  99  99 

31 

w7A  it  it  it 

131  Codnor  Gate,  Codnor 

151  a a a 

153 

a ft  it 

44  Denby  Lane,  Codnor 
46  „ „ „ 

48 

99  99  99 

Breach  Cottage,  Denby 
Codnor 

12  Denby  Lane,  Loscoe 
14 

99  99  99 

146  Derby  Road,  Heanor 
148  „ „ „ 

150 

152 
164 

28  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
80  Lee  Lane,  Langley 

3 Mount  Street,  Heanor 
92  Nelson  Street,  Heanor 
10  Peach  Street,  Heanor 


Lane 


Action  pending. 

Closing  Order  operative. 


a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

a a a 

a a tt 

a a a 


Closing  Order  operative. 
Demolition  Order  operative. 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  to  repair. 

a tt  a 

a a a 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

a tt  a 

a a a 


a a tt 

Action  Pending. 

it  it 

Demolition  Order  operative. 


it  it  it 

tt  tt  it 

tt  tt  it 

a a it 

Demolished. 

Action  Pending. 


Demolition  Order  operative. 
Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
Undertaking  to  repair. 
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94 

96 

98 

100 

102 

104 

106 

108 

110 

207 

15 

17 


Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 


55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

Thorpes  Road,  Heanor. 


55  55  55 


Demolition  Order  operative. 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

Closing  Order  operative. 
Action  pending. 

55  55 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS  SERVED 


Property 

1 Bircumshaw  Road,  Heanor. 


2 

^ 55  55 

3 

55  55 

4 

^ 55  55 

167  Breach  Road,  Langley. 
169  „ 

171  „ „ „ 

173 

A 55  55  55 

30  Church  Street,  Heanor. 

31 

55  55  55 

146  Derby  Road,  Heanor. 
148  „ „ „ 

150  „ „ 

152  „ 

164 

3 Mount  Street,  Heanor. 

5 Nelson  Street,  Heanor. 


7 

9 

11 

13 

15 


55  55 

55  55 

55  55 

55  55 

55  55 


55 


55 


55 

55 

55 
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94  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill. 


96 

98 

100 

102 

104 

106 

108 

110 


99  99 


99 


99 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Property 

2 Benty  Fields,  Woodlinkin 


137a  Codnor  Gate,  Codnor 

2 Daykins  Row,  Codnor 

3 

99  99  99 

4 

^ 99  99  99 

^ JJ  99 

^ >5  » )5 

7 

# >>  >> 

o 

° JJ  >>  J? 

9 

v >>  5?  >> 

99  5>  5? 

46  Derby  Road,  Heanor  . . 
48 
56 
28 
24 


>>  j? 


99  99 


Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
Nottingham  Road,  Codnor 


Remarks 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 


99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 


Undertaking  to  repair. 
Demolition  Order  operative. 
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HOUSES  MADE  FIT 


Remarks 


Property 

26  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe  . . Undertaking  not  to  relet. 


UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED 


Property 


131  Codnor  Gate,  Codnor. . 


151 

153 


99  99 

99  99 


99 

99 


44  Denby  Lane,  Codnor  . . 


46 

48 


99 

99 


99 

99 


99 

99 


Breach  Cottage,  Denby  Lane, 
Codnor 

78  Derby  Road,  Heanor  . . 

80  „ „ „ 


28  Heanor  Road,  Loscoe 
92  Nelson  Street,  Heanor 
10  Peach  Street,  Heanor  . . 
10  The  Nook,  Loscoe. 


Remarks 

. . Undertaking  to  repair. 


99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 


. Undertaking  to  repair. 

. Undertaking  not  to  relet. 
. Undertaking  to  repair. 

• 99  99  99 


CLOSING  ORDERS 
Property 

38  Alfreton  Road,  Codnor. 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

29  Church  Street,  Heanor. 

207  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill. 


40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

66 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual  Unfit 
Houses  and  those  houses  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Demolition  Closing  Orders 
Orders  and  Undertakings 


No.  of  Houses  No.  of  Houses 
Houses  Occupied  Houses  Occupied 


Central  Ward 

2 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

East  Ward 

7 

2 

2 

Nil 

North  Ward 

..  11 

2 

15 

10 

South  Ward 

13 

5 

3 

1 

South  West  Ward 

. . 16 

5 

10 

1 

West  Ward 

..  Nil 

Nil 

5 

1 

West  Central  Ward  . . 

8 

1 

2 

Nil 

57 

15 

41 

13 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

Displaced  during 

(Housing  Act  1936  ; Housing  Repairs  and 

year 

Rents  Act,  1954  ; Housing  Act,  1957) 

Houses 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 

Nil 

Nil  I 

Nil 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  S.  27, 
Housing  Act,  1936  and  S.  43  (2) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure under  S.  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 
and  S.  17  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

18 

87 

27 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED. 


(5)  Under  S.  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  and 

S.  10  (1)  and  11  (2)  Local  Government 
(Misc.  Prov.)  Act,  1954  and  S.  16  (4), 

17  (1)  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

18 

43 

12 

(6)  Under  S.  3 (1)  and  3 (2)  Housing  Act, 
1949  and  S.  17  (3)  and  26  Housing  Act, 
1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  S.  12 
Housing  Act,  1936  and  S.  18  Housing 
Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 


WERE  REMEDIED. 


By  Owner 

By  Local 

Authority 

(8)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Author- 

ity   

236 

— 

(9)  After  formal  notice  under — 

(o)  Public  Health  Act 

— 

— 

(b ) Housing  Act,  1936  and  S.  9 and  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

7 

7 

(10)  Under  S.  5,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 

Act,  1954  and  S.  24  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

— 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 


l 

j Number  of  sep- 

No.  of 

| arate  dwellings 

Houses 

contained  in  col- 

(1) 

umn  (1) 

Position  at  end  of  year  : 

(11)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

Nil 

Nil 

(12)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

Nil 

— 

E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT. 


No.  of 

No.  of  occupants 

Houses 

of  houses  in  col- 

(1) 

umn  (1) 

(13)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 

Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 

Orders,  purchased  in  the  year  . . 

Nil 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 


DURING  1957  IN  AREAS 


By  Local  Authority 
By  Private  Enterprise 


Langley  Langley  & 

Heanor  Mill  Marlpool  Loscoe  Codnor 
Nil  72  3 Nil  Nil 

3 5 4 19  7 


Totals  3 77  7 19  7 


By  Local  Authority  . . . . 75 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 38 

Total  ..  113 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1924  : — 


Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1924 



8 

45 

53 

1925 

— 

78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

— 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

— 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

— 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

142 

248 

1939 

— 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

— 

13 

13 

1946 

Pre  50  fabs 

— 

30 

80 

1947 

66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

— 

1 

91 

1949 

155 

— 

10 

165 

1950 

121 

— 

21 

142 

1951 

84 

— 

13 

97 

1952 

82 

— 

8 

90 

1953 

70 

— 

32 

102 

1954 

117 

— 

32 

149 

1955 

71 

— 

42 

113 

1956 

80 

— 

34 

114 

1957 

75 

— 

38 

113 

Totals  . . 

1,720 

216 

1,407 

3,343 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 

During  the  year  thirty-nine  families  living  in  condemned 
property  were  rehoused  by  the  Council.  In  this  respect  the  rehousing 
of  such  families  is  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Manager  and  myself 
without  further  reference  to  the  Housing  Management  Committee. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rate 
of  rehousing  tenants  from  condemned  property  has  more  than 
doubled  during  the  year  under  review. 

With  regard  to  applications  received  for  tenancy  of  Council 
houses  and  bungalows,  Mr.  M.  Gascoyne,  Housing  Manager  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  HOUSES 

Number  of  householder  applicants 
Number  of  lodger  applicants 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  BUNGALOWS 

Number  of  householder  applicants 
Number  of  lodger  applicants 


226 

196 

422 


189 

40 

229 


Total  number  of  applicants 


651 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

It  has  been  a very  busy  year  for  the  Department  in  dealing 
with  applications  for  Improvement  Grants.  The  decision  to  increase 
the  amount  of  grant  from  forty  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  “approved 
expenses,”  as  from  the  1st  April,  no  doubt  encouraged  owners  to 
take  advantage  of  the  scheme.  This,  coupled  with  increased  publicity 
about  the  scheme,  resulted  in  a substantial  increase  in  the  number 
of  applications  received.  By  far  the  vast  majority  of  such  applications 
came  from  owner-occupiers,  and  although  ideally  one  would  like 
to  see  owners  make  applications  for  the  grant  in  respect  of  other 
tenanted  property  owned  by  them,  nevertheless  houses  were  im- 
proved, given  a new  lease  of  life  and  as  such  made  one  happy  in 
the  knowledge  that  a real  contribution  had  been  made  to  the 
housing  problems  of  the  district.  In  this  connection  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  is  a condition  of  being  given  grant  aid  that  the 
house  concerned  is  put  into  a satisfactory  state  of  repair,  hence  the 
Improvement  Grant  Scheme  serves  a two-fold  purpose  of  providing 
modern  amenities  to  property,  and  at  the  same  time  lengthening 
their  lives  by  at  least  twenty  years. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  concern  was  felt  by  your 
Health  Committee  at  the  increased  expenditure  incurred  in  making 
Improvement  Grants.  With  the  greatest  reluctance  it  was  decided 
to  temporarily  suspend  the  scheme  as  from  the  31st  December, 
1957,  and  give  further  detailed  consideration  to  the  matter  towards 
the  close  of  the  Financial  Year. 

I,  for  my  part,  was  extremely  sorry  and  disappointed  that  such 
a decision  had  been  taken,  for  the  improvement  of  dwelling  houses 
with  the  allied  action  of  affecting  all  necessary  repair  work  is  surely 
an  investment  in  the  future. 

The  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  has  accomplished  much  good 
work,  but  it  is  my  chief  regret  that  the  record  of  such  work  will  only 
be  preserved  in  cold  facts  and  figures  in  office  files  and  ledgers,  when 
by  means  of  photographs  taken  “before”  and  “after,”  some  of  the 
most  outstanding  improvements  could  have  found  a worthy  niche 
in  the  Annual  Reports. 

The  undermentioned  details  will  give  some  idea  of  the  work 
undertaken  in  this  particular  sphere  during  the  year  under  review  : — 


Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  . . 36 

Number  of  applications  refused  or  withdrawn  . . . . 2 

Number  of  applications  approved  . . . . . . 30 

Number  of  dwellings  where  improvement  works  com- 
menced during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Total  amount  of  grant  paid  during  the  year  . . . . £3,549 

Average  amount  of  grant  per  application  . . . . £151 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Any  report  on  housing  would  not  be  complete  without  mention 
being  made  of  the  new  Rent  Act,  1957,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  6th  July. 

This  Act  brought  in  its  train  a confusing  multiplicity  of  forms. 

The  general  public  have  been  confused  in  many  cases  by  the 
fact  that  the  repealed  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  linked 
the  increase  of  rent  with  the  value  of  the  repairs  carried  out  in  the 
year  previous  to  the  date  when  the  rent  increase  came  into  operation. 
Hence  it  was  not  generally  realised  that  the  Notice  by  the  Tenant 
to  the  Landlord  of  the  Defects  of  Repair  (Form  G),  could  be  served 
although  no  notice  of  rent  increase  had  been  received. 

Again,  and  I say  this  with  all  due  respect,  many  tenants  found 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  completing  the  various  sections  of  Form  G. 
Many  also  included  items  which  could  not  rightly  be  detailed  on 
this  form,  such  as  : no  handrail,  no  bathroom  or  hot  water, 
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dampness,  absence  of  a damp-proof  course  and  no  inside  W.C. 
Compartment,  etc. 

It  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  some  occupiers 
were  puzzled  by  the  fact  that  such  items  had  not  been  included  in 
the  Landlord’s  undertaking  after  the  service  of  Form  J or  in  any 
subsequent  Certificate  of  Disrepair. 

It  should  be  emphasised  that  only  items  of  disrepair  can  be 
included  in  the  Tenant’s  Notice  of  Defects  of  Repair,  the  intention 
of  the  legislators  being  that  other  matters  such  as  the  presence  of 
dampness,  etc.,  could  well  be  dealt  with  by  using  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

It  was,  I believe,  said  that  the  reason  why  the  tenants  were 
required  to  complete  Form  G was  to  reduce  the  pressure  of  work 
on  Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  thereby  avoid  a considerable 
time-lag  in  dealing  with  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 
This  has  not  been  borne  out  in  practice  ; rather  has  it  added  to  the 
work  entailed.  Apart  from  this,  it  was  found  in  some  instances 
that  major  defects  had  been  overlooked,  and  hence,  could  not  be 
included  on  Form  J,  because  the  Local  Authority  has  no  power  to 
add  to  the  items  of  disrepair  scheduled  by  the  tenant. 

As  a guide  to  what  expressions  should  not  be  used,  perhaps 
the  following  extracts  might  help  and  also  give  some  indication  of 
the  “mind  reading”  required  when  carrying  out  inspections  in 
connection  with  Form  G’s  : — 

“Sewerage  cover  in  back  yard  needs  attention — it  lets  out 
smells”  ; “big  damp  patch  on  the  ceiling”  ; “a  wall  needs  to  be 
built  round  front  of  house”  ; “hand-gate  to  side  door  entrance 
in  putrid  condition”  ; “step  into  house  back”  ; “drainage  from 
waste  pipe  to  outside  grate  also  lavatory  water  smells.” 

As  was  to  be  expected,  in  the  early  months  after  the  Rent  Act 
came  into  operation,  the  Department  was  inundated  with  people 
seeking  advice.  Landlord  and  tenant  alike  came  to  air  their 
problems  and  we  did  our  best  to  help  in  any  way  possible. 

Set  out  below  is  a summary  of  the  action  taken  : — 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
(Form  I)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Number  of  Notices  of  Intention  to  serve  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  (Form  J)  . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Number  of  Undertakings  by  Landlords  (Form  K)  . . 38 

Number  of  Undertakings  refused  1 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued — 

(i a ) All  defects  6 

(b)  Some  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
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TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

Five  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  to  station  and  use 
moveable  dwellings,  were  granted  during  the  year,  and  one  such 
application  refused. 

With  regard  to  the  latter,  it  was  subsequently  found  necessary 
to  serve  notice  requiring  vacation  of  the  site  within  twenty-eight 
days,  and  this  was  complied  with. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Sixty-eight  visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year. 


OUTWORKERS 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 10  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  twenty-three  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
one  hundred  and  six  outworkers,  were  received  during  the  year. 
Particulars  relating  to  twenty-two  outworkers,  resident  outside  the 
area,  were  forwarded  to  the  local  authorities  concerned. 


A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  District  whose 
names  appeared  on  the  August  lists,  together  with  the  nature  of 
homework,  is  set  out  hereunder 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Outworkers 
Females 

Clothing 

13 

13 

Hosiery 

20 

20 

Lace  and  Netting 

4 

4 

37 

37 

DISINFESTATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Bugs  Other  Insects  Total 

Number  of  houses  treated  1 3 4 

Number  of  rooms  treated  2 3 5 
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CLEAN  AIR 


The  song  has  it  that  “the  best  things  in  life  are  free”  ; if  this  is 
so,  then  we  human  beings  are  prone  to  look  upon  anything  that  is 
free  as  being  of  little  value,  and  hence  the  tendency,  therefore,  is  to 
abuse  rather  than  appreciate.  This  is  particularly  applicable  to  the 
air  we  breathe.  Ostensibly,  fresh  air  is  cheap,  and  hence  we  give 
little  thought  to  this  precious  commodity,  and  even  less  thought  as  to 
what  extent  we  pollute  it. 

From  time  to  time,  smogs  and  fogs  forcefully  remind  us  of  our 
folly,  and  it  is  then  that  we  pay  lip  service  by  saying  “something 
ought  to  be  done  about  it.” 

Traditionally,  we  in  this  country  enjoy  the  sight  of  a cheerfully 
burning  coal  fire,  irrespective  of  the  fact  that  we  are  being  slowly 
roasted  at  the  front  and  frozen  at  the  back.  Tradition  dies  hard, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  task  of  obtaining  clean  air  will  be 
long  and  arduous,  and  many  years  will  pass  before  much  is  achieved. 
Nevertheless,  one  should  not  look  upon  the  problem  with  des- 
pondency, for  here  is  a sphere  of  environmental  hygiene  which 
offers  a stimulating  challenge. 

If  only  smokeless  fuels  were  as  cheap  as,  and  as  plentiful  as, 
coal  then  there  would  be  no  Clean  Air  problem. 

The  Model  Byelaws  “requiring  the  provision  in  new  buildings 
of  such  arrangements  for  the  heating  and  cooking  as  are  calculated 
to  prevent  as  far  as  possible,  the  emission  of  smoke,”  were  in- 
corporated in  the  Building  Byelaws  during  the  course  of  the  years. 


DRAINS 

Once  again  the  inspection  and  testing  of  drains  made  con- 
siderable demands  of  the  staff  of  your  Public  Health  Department. 
In  a District  of  this  nature,  where  damage  to  property  through 
mining  subsidence  is  rife,  the  proper  supervision  and  prompt 
attention  to  drains  play  a very  vital  part  in  environmental  hygiene. 

When  it  is  seen  that  607  drainage  inspections  were  made  and 
286  smoke,  colour  and  water  tests  carried  out,  some  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  this  problem  will  be  gained. 
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REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1957. 


Summary  of  observations  taken  at  the  Memorial  Park,  Heanor,  by 


Mr.  R.  Archer,  Surveyor  : — 

Inches 

Days  of  Rain 

January 

2.14 

on 

20 

February 

3.64 

99 

19 

March 

3.14 

19 

April 

.21 

5 

May 

1.37 

99 

12 

June 

1.13 

99 

8 

July 

3.00 

99 

17 

August 

3.87 

99 

16 

September 

6.97 

99 

19 

October 

1.91 

11 

November 

2.86 

9 

December 

3.17 

99 

16 

Total 

. . 33.41 

99 

171 

1956  . . 

. . 30.91 

138 

1955  . . 

..  21.21 

99 

105 

1954  . . 

..  31.34 

99 

150 

1953  . . 

. . 23.32 

99 

114 

1952  . . 

. . 22.75 

)) 

112 

1951  .. 

. . 28.96 

99 

144 

1950  . . 

. . 25.38 

99 

135 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  functioned  satisfactorily  through- 
out the  year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  it  was  possible  to 
maintain  a weekly  collection  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area, 
despite  the  increasing  demands  brought  about  by  the  erection  of 
new  houses. 

The  existing  system  of  having  three  (3)  gangs  of  five  (5)  men 
each  operating  in  different  parts  of  the  District  has  proved  to  be  a 
reliable  method  for  a number  of  years  and  hence  no  need  for  any 
reorganisation  has  yet  become  evident.  This  being  so  perhaps  gives 
greater  opportunity  to  consider  how  best  the  working  conditions  of 
the  collectors  can  be  improved.  Whilst  protective  clothing  such  as 
overalls,  goggles,  gloves,  etc.  are  provided  as  a matter  of  course,  it 
is  more  in  the  direction  of  the  provision  of  suitable  equipment  that 
we  should  look.  This  has  brought  very  factually  to  my  mind, 
however,  when  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  I carried  out  what 
might  be  called  in  this  era  of  high-sounding  phrases,  a “time  and 
motion  study”  of  the  working  of  two  of  the  Refuse  Collection 
Gangs. 
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To  remain  with  the  collectors  from  the  start  to  the  finish  of 
their  day,  as  long  as  it  took  them  to  complete  the  collection  of 
refuse  in  their  particular  District  ; to  see  the  conditions  under  which 
they  work  in  rain,  hail,  wind  or  sunshine  ; is  certainly  to  learn 
first-hand  how  theorising  can  be  at  variance  with  the  practical 
aspects  and  difficulties  of  the  job. 

Basically  the  refuse  collection  lorry  is  one  of  the  corner  pins 
of  refuse  collection  : the  other,  of  course,  is  manpower.  Great 
importance,  therefore,  must  be  attached  to  having  a lorry  which  is 
not  only  of  sufficient  capacity  but  also  one  which  reduces  the  efforts 
of  loaders  to  a minimum.  This,  of  course,  necessitates  having  a 
vehicle  with  a constant  loading  line,  and  some  mechanical  means  of 
consolidating  the  refuse  in  the  lorry  itself.  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
a gradual  change  over  from  our  existing  side  loading  lorries,  to 
those  having  rear  loading  and  some  form  of  mechanical  con- 
solidation, is  necessary.  In  so  doing  we  should  also  continue  the 
change  from  the  petrol  engine  to  diesel  as  motive  power. 

In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  deal  effectively  with  the  increasing 
bulk  of  household  refuse  and  also  the  extra  burden  placed  on  your 
refuse  collectors  by  the  erection  of  new  houses. 

In  the  light  of  experience  gained  over  the  last  twelve  months 
the  provision  of  a new  “W”  type  S.D.  17  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper,  for  use  by  the  Codnor  Gang,  has  effectively  solved  the 
problem  of  collecting  refuse  from  that  part  of  the  District  which 
necessitates  the  longest  haul  to  the  tips. 

Old  habits  die  hard  ; in  this  respect  it  was  some  time  before 
the  loaders  could  be  made  to  realise  that  once  the  rear  hopper  of 
the  S.D.  lorry  was  full,  then  it  could  be  emptied  into  the  front  of 
the  body  by  use  of  the  hydraulic  tipping  gear.  The  old  practice  of 
push  and  thrust  against  an  ever  increasing  loading  line  was  hard  to 
overcome. 

At  long  last,  the  month  of  April  saw  a successful  outcome  of 
several  attempts  to  bring  into  being  a Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  and  Section  104  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act, 
1954. 

The  cost  of  the  Scheme  is  met  out  of  the  General  Rate  Fund  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  one  pays  for  the  collection  of  refuse, 
repairing  of  roads,  provision  of  street  lighting,  etc.,  and  other  such 
services  provided  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  annual  cost  of  the 
Scheme  was  estimated  to  be  about  nine  hundred  pounds  (£900)  on  a 
rate  borne  charge  of  about  1. Id.  in  the  pound.  The  assumption 
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being  that  the  average  “life”  of  a dustbin  so  provided  would  be 
eight  (8)  years. 

The  Scheme  is  essentially  one  for  the  replacement  of  defective 
bins  used  for  the  retention  of  household  refuse.  In  other  words  new 
bins  are  not  provided  for  business  premises  or  for  newly  erected 
dwelling  houses. 

In  the  main,  information  regarding  the  existence  of  defective 
dustbins  is  supplied  by  the  charge-hand  of  each  Gang.  Arrangements 
are  then  made  for  new  bins  to  be  delivered  and  the  occupier’s 
signature  obtained  in  each  case,  and  the  date  of  the  supply  of  the 
bin  is  then  entered  on  an  appropriate  record  card.  In  cases  where 
gross  misuse  of  a bin  has  necessitated  its  replacement  earlier  than 
the  required  eight  years,  the  occupier  responsible  is  called  upon  to 
pay  a proportion  of  the  cost  of  providing  a new  bin. 

Bins  supplied  are  of  2\  cu.  feet  capacity,  plain  taper  sided,  to 
BSS.792/1947,  embossed  with  the  initials  H.U.D.C.  on  the  lid  and 
side. 

The  Scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for  nine  (9)  months,  or 
so,  and  during  such  time  has  functioned  satisfactorily,  although  it  is 
all  too  evident  there  is  a considerable  back-log  of  defective  bins  to 
be  dealt  with. 

Now  that  the  bins  are  “provided  by  the  Council,”  occupiers  of 
dwelling  houses  seem  far  more  insistent  on  the  speedier  replacement 
of  the  defective  bins,  than  they  ever  were  in  requiring  landlords  to 
provide  a new  bin. 

A review  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  must  needs  include 
some  details  of  the  incidence  of  sickness  and  absenteeism  among 
the  workmen.  To  keep  your  Health  Committee  acquainted  with 
such  facts  it  was  the  practice  throughout  the  year  to  present 
quarterly  reports. 

The  total  amount  of  sickness  benefit  paid  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  one  penny  (£197  17s.  Id.)  ; this  being  less  than  the 
total  for  1956  by  some  six  pounds  (£6).  Small  though  this  amount 
may  be  it  does  indicate  that  the  trend  of  decreasing  sickness  payment 
which  commenced  in  1956,  continues. 

Comparison  with  the  hours  lost  due  to  sickness  again  em- 
phasised this  trend,  in  as  much  as  330J  hours  less  were  lost  due  to 
sickness,  than  during  the  previous  year. 

Pleasing  it  is  to  see  that  of  the  possible  number  of  working 
hours,  only  3.77%  were  lost  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism 
together,  compared  with  5.3%  for  the  year  1956. 
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The  undermentioned  summaries  give  the  salient  features  of 
the  quarterly  reports. 


SUMMARY  A. 


Report  No. 
and 
Period 

Total 

Working 

Hours 

Possible 

Sick 

Pay 

Hours 

Lost 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Hours 

Lost 

Other 

Time 

Lost 

Hours 

Total 

Sickness 

Payments 

A verage 
Weekly 
cost  of 
Sickness 
Payments 

(29) 

24-12-56  to 
24-3-57 

13373 

252 

24 

115i 

£ s.  d. 
35  2 8 

£ s.  d. 

2 14  1 

(30) 

25-3-57  to 
23-6-57 

12930 

414 

Nil 

52i 

57  14  11 

4 8 10 

(31) 

24-6-57  to 
22-9-57 

11675 

71 

34- 

115 

7 15  6 

12  0 

(32) 

23-9-57  to 
22-12-57 

13225 

676 

Nil 

181 

97  4 0 

7 9 6 

SUMMARY  B. 


Percentage  of  hours  lost  due  to : 

Report  No. 
and  Period 

Paid 

Sickness 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Other  Time 
Lost 

Total 

(29) 

24-12-56  to 
24-3-57 

1.88 

0.18 

0.86 

2.92 

(30) 

25-3-57  to 
23-6-57 

3.2 

Nil 

0.4 

3.6 

(31) 

24-6-57  to 
22-9-57 

0.61 

0.03 

0.98 

1.62 

(32) 

23-9-57  to 
22-12-57 

5.11 

Nil 

1.37 

6.48 
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COST  STATEMENT  1957-58. 


Item 

Particulars 

1 

Col- 

lection 

2 

Disposal 

3 

Totals 

4 

% of 
total 
gross 
expendi- 
ture 

5 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

(i)  Labour 

9105 

2842 

11947 

70 

(ii)  Transport 

4445 

307 

4752 

28 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

buildings 

61 

338 

399 

2 

(iv)  Other  items 

5 

21 

26 

— 

(v)  Total  Gross  Expenditure  . . 

13616 

3508 

17124 

100 

2 

Gross  Income 

9 

2243 

2252 

— 

3 

Net  Cost 

13607 

1265 

14872 

— 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only . . 

16  6 

5 2 

21  8 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

8 0 

7 

8 7 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

24  8 

2 3 

26  11 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  .-. 

566 

53 

619 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1737 

161 

1898 

Population  at  30th  June,  1957 
Total  refuse  collected  (Test  Weighings) 

Weight  per  1 ,000  population  per  day  (365  days 
to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 


24,030  persons. 
11,037  tons. 

25.2  cwts. 

1,834  premises. 


Two  workmen  left  your  employ  during  the  year.  No  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  replacing  them. 


As  regards  your  workmen  in  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  one 
would  have  to  go  a long  way  to  find  a more  cheerful  and  hardworking 
bunch  of  men.  It  may  seem  rather  a “mixed  grill”  to  see  dustbins 
being  emptied  and  brought  to  the  kerbside  to  the  accompaniment 
of  one’s  mate  whistling  strains  of  music  by  Schubert  or  Tchaikovsky 
— but  believe  me  it  happens. 
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Once  again  I would  voice  my  sincere  thanks  to  your  Foreman 
and  all  your  workmen  for  their  help,  co-operation  and  willingness 
to  see  an  uncongenial  job  well  done. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  Disposal  continued  as  formerly  at  the  two  controlled 
refuse  tips.  A third  tip  is  really  required  in  the  Codnor  area  but  as 
yet  no  site  can  be  found.  Eventually  it  might  be  possible  to  use  land 
at  the  Crosshill  Sewage  Works,  but  this  is  of  course  entirely 
dependent  on  how  soon  the  new  sewage  works  scheme  comes  into 
operation.  Several  fires  were  started  at  both  tips  due  to  children 
making  fires  which  eventually  spread  into  the  face  of  the  tips.  As 
this  generally  happened  at  the  weekends  such  fires  had  gained  a 
good  hold  before  they  were  discovered  on  Monday  morning. 


SALVAGE 

Continuing  restrictions  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  accepted 
by  the  Mills  naturally  dictated  the  tempo  at  which  waste  paper 
salvage  activities  were  persued  during  the  year.  Whilst  one  must 
admit  that  these  overall  restrictions  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  days 
when  salvage  drives  were  often  followed  by  slumps  in  the  demand 
for  waste  paper,  it  is,  however,  irksome  to  see  so  much  waste  paper 
salvage  available  and  yet  not  being  able  to  turn  it  into  a source  of 
income. 

Approximately  250  tons  of  waste  paper  were  collected  during 
the  year,  the  value  of  which  was  two  thousand  and  three  pounds, 
fourteen  shillings  and  eightpence  (£2,003  14s.  8d.).  There  has  been 
a considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  textiles  available  for 
salvage.  The  prices  are  good  (and  have  been  for  some  years)  and  as 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  rag  and  bone  dealers  “waxes  and  wanes” 
with  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices,  it  is  obvious  that  his  activities  and 
enthusiasm  have  been  responsible  for  less  rags  becoming  available 
for  salvage  collectors.  Apparently,  the  gpod  lady  of  the  house 
prefers  to  have  in  exchange  three  packet$*soap  powder  or  clothes 
pegs  rather  than  the  less  tangible  outcome  of  her  action  in  saving 
rags  for  the  salvage  collectors,  might  have  on  the  rates. 
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Tonnage  of  loose  tins  segregated  from  the  tips  practically 
doubled  when  compared  with  1956  and  it  could  be  expanded  still 
further  if  we  had  transport  available.  The  difficulty  is,  however, 
that  one  lorry  has  to  be  used  for  waste  paper  salvage  collection  as 
well  as  for  the  collection  of  tins.  Although  arrangements  were 
made  with  the  local  scrap  merchant  to  collect  tins  from  the  tips,  this 
proved  uneconomic  to  him  and  so  was  consequently  abandoned.  It 
was  then  necessary  to  revert  to  the  former  system  of  using  our  own 
transport  to  convey  the  tins  to  the  Goods  Station  at  Eastwood  for 
dispatch  to  Sheffield. 

The  total  income  derived  from  salvage  sales  was  two  thousand, 
four  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds,  five  shillings  and  fourpence 
(£2,446  5s.  4d.). 
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SALVAGE  BONUS  SCHEME 

The  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  almost  continually  in 
operation  since  March,  1948,  and  without  doubt  has  proved  its 
worth. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  alterations  to  the 
scheme,  though  a few  workmen  have  not  taken  kindly  to  the 
“penalty  clause”  which  was  brought  into  operation  during  the 
previous  year. 

£ s.  d. 

The  total  amount  of  bonus  paid  during  the  year  . 614  1 4 

Average  monthly  amount  received  by  each  workman  1 16  1J 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  income  derived  from  the  automatic  locks,  etc.  is  detailed 
hereunder  : — 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Heanor — Market  Place 

Conveniences  . . . . 278  6 0 

“Wash  & Brush-up”  . . . . 54  8 10 

332  14  10 

Mayfield  Avenue 

7 2 9 


Conveniences 

Pleasure  Grounds 
Conveniences 


1 2 5 


Langley  Mill — 

Conveniences 

Codnor — 

Conveniences 

Marlpool — 

Conveniences 


26  14  9 
23  3 9 
13  19  1 


Total  ..£404  17  7 


The  total  income  from  the  public  conveniences,  when  compared 
with  that  of  the  year  1956,  shows  an  increase  of  some  forty-two 
pounds  (£42). 

All  the  public  conveniences  in  the  District  come  under  the 
Management  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  Members  of 
the  Staff  collect  the  monies  from  the  automatic  locks.  Part-time 
attendants — four  in  all — undertake  the  necessary  cleaning  work. 
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I make  no  apology  for  each  year  including  in  the  Annual  Report, 
details  of  damage  which  has  been  perpetrated  at  these  premises.  I 
do  so  in  order  that  right-minded  Citizens  may  be  made  aware  of 
such  puerile  yet  costly  acts  of  vandalism,  and  with  such  awareness 
give  information  to  the  proper  authority  if  they  see  such  acts  take 
place. 

At  Mayfield  Avenue  conveniences  two  (2)  automatic  locks 
were  stolen  ; a flushing  cistern  damaged  and  a door  wrenched  off 
its  hinges.  Replacement  of  the  locks  alone  cost  over  thirty-five 
pounds  (£35).  At  Langley  Mill  conveniences  a wash-hand  basin 
and  its  supporting  brackets  were  smashed. 

It  is  right,  of  course,  that  the  Local  Authority  should  provide 
an  adequate  number  of  public  conveniences  in  their  District,  but 
it  is  right  too,  that  the  destructive  acts  of  a mere  handful  of  hooligans 
should  not  be  allowed  to  influence  the  provision  of  such  facilities. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  your  part-time  Rodent  Operative, 
Mr.  F.  Green,  who  devotes  twenty-five  hours  each  week  to  this 
service.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  also  carry  out  treat- 
ments as  occasion  arises. 


A summary  of  the  last  sewer  treatment  of  the  year  undertaken 
during  the  period  24th  June  to  the  9th  July,  1957,  is  given  below  : — 


Section 

No.  of 
Manholes 
Baited 

Poison  Takes 

Complete 

Partial 

1 — Heanor 

1 



1 

2 — Heanor 

8 

- 

— 

3 — Langley  & Marlpool 

10 

- 

- 

4 — Langley  Mill 

7 

- 

- 

5 — Loscoe  & Denby 

4 

- 

- 

6 — Codnor 

5 

_ 

— 

7 — Aldercar  & Woodlinkin  . . 

6 

- 

- 

. Totals 

47 

Nil 

1 

No  charge  is  made  for  treatments  carried  out  at  private  dwelling 
houses. 
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REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1958 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

(5) 

Agricultural 

50 

- 

i 

l 

Non- Agricultural 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  & (3) 

8709 

1211 

161 

(3) 

All  Other 
{including 
Business 
Premises) 

1024 

26 

1 

110 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

7665 

>/o 

oo 

ro  <N 

1-H  1"- 

1195 

47 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

20 

| 

1 . Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authori- 
ties District 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  . . 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  purpose) 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out — including 
re-in&pctions 

(To  be  completed  only  if  figures  are 
readily  available). 
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4.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in 
Sect.  2)  which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by  : 

(a)  Rats  — Major  . . 

— Minor 

(b)  Mice  — Major  . . 

— Minor 

5.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Sect. 
4)  treated  by  the  L.A.  . . 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out — including 
re-treatments 

(To  be  completed  only  if  figures  are 
readily  available). 

7.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section 
4 of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.  Proofing) 

8.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action 
was  taken  following  the  issue  of 
a notice  under  Section  4 of  the  Act  . . 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

10.  Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes 
carried  out 

I 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Tomatoes  . . 

Cwts. 

11 

lbs. 

91 

ozs. 

4i 

Beans 

1 

24 

11* 

Peas 

2 

6 

64 

Other  vegetables  . . 

— 

15 

15 

Soups 

1 

39 

9 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

— 

96 

134 

Meat  Loaf 

— 

11 

12 

Ham 

2 

47 

104 

Tongue 

— 

107 

4 

Pressed  Beef 

— 

7 

— 

Corned  Beef 

1 

98 

15 

Stewed  Steak 

— 

65 

154 

Jellied  Veal 

— 

6 

Meat  Puddings  . . 

— 

3 

7 

Chicken 

— 

67 

9 

Duck 

— 

69 

— 

Sausages 

— 

7 

10 

Meat  Paste 

— 

19 

12 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

1 

4 

64 

Fruit  and  Fruit  salads 

11 

15 

144 

Apple  Puddings  . . 

7 

104 

Dried  Fruits 

— 

28 

13 

Milk  and  Cream  . . 

1 

106 

10 

Rice  Puddings 

— 

101 

114 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

1 

85 

10 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

— 

78 

124 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

— 

15 

144 

Coffee 

— 

1 

12 

Cereals 

— 

8 

2 

Cake  Mixture 

— 

— 

12 

Biscuits 

— 

5 

10 

Butter 

— 

15 

8 

Margarine 

— 

38 

8 

Semolina 

— 

6 

— 

Coconut 

— 

2 

4 

Home  Killed  Meat 

19 

15 

— 

Total 

62 

93 

91 
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In  comparing  the  above  total  with  that  for  the  year  1956 
whence  some  95  cwts.  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being 
unfit,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a considerable  drop  in  the 
amount  of  home  killed  beef  condemned.  Perhaps  this  might  be 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  200  cows  were  slaughtered  in  1956 
compared  with  only  ninety-six  in  the  year  under  review,  it  being  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  incidence  of  disease  is  higher  in  the  older 
animals. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1956,  I stated  “some  twenty-one 
months  have  passed  since  the  report  of  the  Interdepartmental 
Committee  on  Slaughterhouses,  was  presented  and  still  the  necessary 
legislation  is  awaited.”  Now,  as  I write  this  report  for  1957,  many 
more  months  have  passed  and  the  Slaughterhouse  Bill  is  at  last 
before  Parliament. 

After  such  a lengthy  “gestation  period”  let  us  hope  that  what- 
ever form  of  legislation  “produced”  it  will  at  least  give  Local 
Authorities  the  tools  to  do  the  job  properly,  and  at  the  same  time 
remove  that  cloud  of  uncertainty  which  has  been  hanging  over  the 
trade  for  so  long. 

Rightly  so,  the  butchers  have  been  querying  “what  next”  for 
they  were  asked  to  put  their  slaughterhouses  in  order  in  1954  and 
now  after  the  lapse  of  only  four  or  five  years,  once  again  are  faced 
with  further  expenditure. 

The  uncertainty  of  what  will  be  required  in  the  future  with 
regard  to  the  layout  of  slaughterhouse  and  lairage,  provision  of 
equipment,  including  stunning  pens,  etc.,  has  driven  more  butchers 
to  abandon  slaughtering  on  their  own  premises  than  ever  the  policy 
of  “moderate  concentration”  would  have  done,  if  persued  by  the 
Government.  There  is  more  and  more  tendency  to  buy  meat  “off 
the  hook”  instead  of  “on  the  hoof,”  and  I am  far  from  convinced 
that  this  is  a good  thing.  If  the  man  behind  the  counter  has  to 
slaughter  and  dress  his  own  animals,  he  is  going  to  take  a natural 
pride  in  presenting  his  meat  to  the  public  in  the  best  possible 
condition  and  in  the  most  hygienic  manner. 

Slaughterhouses  can  be  equipped  with  the  most  modem 
apparatus  ; they  can  be  so  designed  as  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious 
hygienist,  but  it  does  not  follow  even  then  that  clean  meat  would 
come  out  of  them.  No  matter  whether  in  public  abbatoir  or  private 
slaughterhouse  it  is  the  individual  workman  in  each  on  which  rests 
the  responsibility  of  ensuring  the  cleanliness  of  the  meat. 

The  quality  of  meat  retailed  in  this  District  is  good.  It  would 
appear  that  there  is  a growing  demand  by  the  housewife  for  the 
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leaner  type  of  meat  and  in  this  respect  perhaps,  we  might  say  that 
the  slimming  charts  of  today  are  the  menus  of  tomorrow.  100  per 
cent  inspection  of  meat  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  despite 
the  encroachment  that  this  made  on  one’s  Bank  Holidays  and 
leisure  time  in  the  evenings.  All  condemned  meat  and  offal  after 
being  stained  with  Naphthalene  Green  is  disposed  of  by  the  owners 
concerned. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  future  legislation  will  require 
existfng  slaughterhouses  to  be  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard 
within  a definite  period  of  time.  Failure  to  do  so  will  probably 
entail  the  refusal  to  licence  the  premises. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  give  occupiers  of  licensed  slaughterhouses 
some  idea  of  what  future  legislation  may  require,  a Precis  of  the 
proposed  regulations  was  prepared  and  forwarded  to  them. 

During  the  last  two  years,  carcases  infected  with  Cysticercus 
Bovis  have  been  more  prevalent.  In  the  year  1956  four  such  carcases 
were  discovered  and  for  the  year  under  review  six.  All  the  latter 
were  submitted  for  treatment  by  refrigeration,  but  this  inevitably 
entailed  some  loss  to  the  butchers  concerned,  for  the  meat  so 
treated  did  not  sell  as  readily  as  fresh  meat  and  hence  called  for 
some  reduction  in  price. 

With  regard  to  other  foodstuffs,  complaint  was  received  that  a 
certain  brand  of  raspberry  jam  contained  a gritty  substance.  Samples 
were,  therefore,  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination,  and  hence  it  was  found  that  the  jam  contained  0.15 
per  cent  of  sand.  The  County  Sampling  Officer  then  obtained 
further  samples  and  subsequently  this  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Manufacturers  concerned. 

Complaint  was  also  received  in  regard  to  a certain  brand  of 
canned  salmon  having  a peculiar  taste.  Samples  were,  therefore, 
obtained,  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination. 
The  analyst  subsequently  confirmed  that  the  “taint”  was  sufficient 
to  justify  consumer  complaint,  and  that  it  seemed  to  derive  from  the 
lacquer  or  sealing  compound  used.  The  retailer  was  duly  notified  of 
this,  and  stocks  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

A comprehensive  survey  of  all  public  houses  and  Clubs,  with 
special  reference  to  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regul- 
ations, was  completed  during  the  year, 

Of  the  fifty-three  premises  inspected,  3.7  per  cent  were  found 
to  be  without  proper  facilities  behind  the  bar  for  the  washing  of 
glasses.  In  all  cases,  however,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  where 
Public  Houses  were  concerned,  all  had  stainless  steel  sinks  with  hot 
and  cold  water  services  over,  provided  behind  the  bar. 
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Although  Breweries  seem  to  spend  a great  deal  of  money 
extolling  the  virtues  of  beer,  one  might  well  conclude  from  the 
complete  absence  of  wash-hand  basins  behind  the  bar,  that  they 
had  yet  to  convince  themselves  that  beer  was  a food  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  (2,196)  carcases 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  set  out  below  is  a summary 
giving  the  incidence  of  disease,  etc.,  found. 


Cat 

Exclu 

Co 

tie 

u ding 
ws 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Bullocks 

111 

Heifers 

304 

96 

6 

1368 

311 

Number  inspected 

111 

304 

96 

6 

1368 

311 

A lldiseasesexcept  T uberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 













Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

8 

24 

13 

— 

3 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

7.21 

7.89 

13.54 

0.22 

2.89 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 

(7.44) 

(9.12) 

(25.5) 

(5.55) 

(1.69) 

(1.93) 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . 

3 

32 

13 

— 

— 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

2.7 

10.52 

13.54 

2.57 

Tuberculosis 

(10.74) 

(9.82) 

(20.0) 

(-) 

(-) 

(4.59) 

Cysticercus  Bovis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned- 
carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

4 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

1.31 

2.08 

(-) 

(1.40) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1956. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


Milk  Samples. — Three  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for 
biological  examination  and  for  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  In  all  cases 
the  Bacteriologist  reported  that  the  samples  satisfied  the  latter  test 
and  that  no  tubercule  bacilli  were  present. 


Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations, 

1949  : — 

Distributors  in  the  area 

14 

Distributors  from  outside  the  area 

8 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) 

7 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the 

use  of  special 

designations  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Dealers  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

Pasteurised 

12 

Sterilised  . . 

3 

(b)  Supplementary  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

Pasteurised 

4 

Sterilised  . . 

2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  details  in  regard  to  samples  taken  under  the  above  Act 
in  this  District. 

Eighty-six  samples,  including  fifty  milks,  were  taken  during 
the  year  1957. 

No  serious  irregularities  were  disclosed  and  no  proceedings 
taken. 

A sample  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk,  sold  by  a Dairy  Company 
contained  added  water.  An  investigation  at  the  plant  resulted  in  the 
alteration  of  a faulty  procedure  of  operation. 

The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


ice  cream  samples. — During  the  year  five  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  obtained  and  taken  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
examination. 


A summary  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  reports  is  set  out  here- 
under : — 


Classification 

. 

Provisional  Grade 

Where  Manufactured 

— 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Within  the  district 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Outside  the  district 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Totals  . . 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  samples  of  iced  lollies  were  sent 
for  bacteriological  examination,  but  no  pathogenic  organisms  were 
isolated. 


SHOPS  ACTS 

With  the  retirement  in  August  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Bassford,  it  became 
necessary  for  your  Health  Committee  to  consider  the  re-allocation 
of  duties  performed  by  him  as  part-time  Shops’  Inspector. 

It  was  finally  decided  that  all  three  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  be  designated  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  the  Acts. 

The  following  visits  were  made  : — 

(a)  after  the  hours  of  closing  . . . . . . . . 108 

(b)  other  visits  125 

Total  . . . . 233 
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In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  interest  during  the  year  ; also  to  the  Clerk,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  my  Colleagues  for  their  valued  co-operation. 

It  is  my  good  fortune  that  the  members  of  my  Staff  are  keen, 
hard-working  and  conscientious,  having  at  heart  the  prestige  of  the 
Department.  To  them  I express  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


62 


I 


•) 


